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Purpose:  The report below is provided to give 
a general description of my living conditions 
and teaching experiences in my first two 
months in China and my placement in 
ZaoZhuang. 
 
Living in ZaoZhuang: 
ZaoZhuang, in Southern Shandong Province, 
is what I would consider to be a small town. Be 
prepared to be one of the few foreigners in the 
area and to receive a lot of attention because 
of people’s curiosity. Sometimes the feeling of 
being stared at and/or constantly followed is 
overwhelming you must constantly remember 
people are only trying to be friendly. In small 
towns people’s hospitality exceeds anything I 
have ever experienced. Anyone is willing to 
help you at anytime. This as well, is almost to 
the point where as a ‘Westerner’, who is used 
to being independent and self-sufficient, can 
feel like you are being suffocated. 
Nevertheless, because few people speak even 
basic English in the area having a guide in the 
beginning is almost necessary and everyone is 
willing to help you – all you have to do is ask.  
The town itself is relatively small, and truly a 
great representation of ‘everyday’ China, if you 
want to immerse yourself in a place that has 
yet to be fully affected by Westernization like 
Beijing or Shanghai. Shopping and basic 
necessities (for Chinese living and a couple 
‘Western’ treats) are plentiful, however, and 
very cheap since the living standard is much 
lower. Be prepared also though to live in an 
undeveloped area by ‘western’ standards. It is 
a challenge worth taking. So far I have had an 
amusing and exciting time wandering around 
the streets of ZaoZhuang. 
ZaoZhuang is also great because while you 
are experiencing ‘life in China’ the town is also 
on the Shanghai to Beijing rail line and is only 
3 hours away from the large city of Jinan 
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(equipped with all your Western needs) and a 
five hour train ride from Qingdao by the sea. 
Getting to other places is easy and cheap.  
Shandong Province itself is an outdoor lovers 
dream. Home of Confucius, Tai Shen 
(Mountain Tai) and small mountains around 
ZaoZhuang, pomegranates and the sea there 
are plenty outdoor activities, especially hiking 
and rock climbing in the area. 
 
Housing and Transportation:  Housing is 
provided by the campus. You live in 
apartments on campus in the teachers block. 
Each apartment is private and by Chinese 
standards (even in the cities) is large. All 
apartments are two bedroom (one is used for 
an office), an equipped kitchen (no stove but I 
have a toaster oven), washer and dry spinner, 
a bathroom and a small indoor sunroom used 
to dry your clothes. It works great! The 
bathroom sink is located in the nook between 
the kitchen and the bathroom, but interestingly 
is very convenient to wash your hands. 
Bathrooms are near western bathrooms with 
an open shower and a western toilet in a tile 
room with a sliding door. There is always hot 
water for the showers. Tap water is cold so you 
must boil water to do your dishes, but it is not a 
hassle. 
Local campus calls are free and other calls you 
pay for but it is extremely cheap. Internet and 
television are free. If there is anything you 
need or something is broken it always gets 
fixed right away. So far I have had few 
problems and the ones I had were taken care 
of immediately.  
ZaoZhuang is extremely easy to get around. 
Because the campus is outside of the town 
center you must take transportation into town if 
you want to do major shopping. There are 
small shops for convenient needs on campus. 
There are two buses that run from campus into 
town every 10 to 15 minutes. There are also 
plenty of taxis and motorcycle carts for cheap 
that will happily take you anywhere. To get to 
the closest big town, where the train station is 



located, you take a bus. The trip takes about 
forty minutes. 
 
Summary of Classes:  The average teaching 
hours are 12-16 hours. I teach 20 hours (or 10 
classes) and have been negotiating my pay. 
Contract negotiation is an absolute necessity 
but again the school is willing to communicate 
with you and consider your needs if they are 
reasonable. My class size is from 25-45 
students per class and you will either teach 
Oral English, Audio/Visual English and Writing 
or a combination. Currently I teach all three. 
Based upon your qualifications you will teach 
different levels – I teach second year, second 
level students. The foreign teachers have a 
wonderful office with great big desks, a new 
T.V. and DVD Player that we asked for and 
great leather couches. We learned last year 
that the teachers did not use the room. What a 
disappointment! Right now we are working on 
getting the office to be a real office and 
encourage students to use the area.  
Your curriculum is up to you. The school has 
few supplies (by western standards) so you 
must be ready to be creative and spend some 
of your time and effort getting supplies. 
However the leniency is a wonderful 
experience for those who are looking for 
curriculum development experience and also 
for the school as the faculty and staff are eager 
to learn more efficient ways of teaching and to 
find better supplies. Your opinions are always 
welcome and so far I have had no problems 
getting something I needed to teach, but you 
must be reasonable, funding is not limitless like 
in our countries.  
Many teachers will be eager to sit in your 
classes and experience your teaching. Having 
open dialogue between the foreign teachers 
and the Chinese teachers is essential as you 
can learn from each other. As well, because 
you are teaching college English Majors, you 
will have no help from Chinese teachers in 
your class. Teaching experience is a must. 
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One thing that still continues to shock me is 
that trying to teach by ‘western’ methods is 
often difficult since Chinese style teaching is 
very different. The students are taught their 
whole life to sit and listen to the teacher. 
Interaction is very rare.  It has taken almost two 
months for my students to get used to my 
teaching. However, once they break out of their 
shells the majority of themselves enjoy 
themselves and you can see them grow as 
adults but also get to know their different 
personalities.  
Like in any college, be prepared to have 
students who really care about their studies 
and those who don’t. Deal with it accordingly in 
the most appropriate method to you. It is also 
difficult when in a class you will have a wide 
range of English speaking abilities. One tip is 
to ask the students to help translate.  
I have found regardless of the challenges as 
time goes on the students have become very 
receptive and most are excited to see different 
viewpoints of life. Right now they say, “You’re 
teaching is very interesting.” It will be more 
interesting to see what it is like in another two 
or three months. 
 
Teacher/Student Interaction:  Besides 
teaching, student/teacher interaction is very 
important. The school has an English Club 
which you are asked to participate in. The time 
you commit is up to you, but just your presence 
makes the students happy. As well, students 
enjoy spending time with you outside of class. 
They have few or no opportunities to speak 
with foreigners and are eager to learn about 
your life. For Halloween I helped the English 
Corner decorate for their party and taught them 
about autumn in America. We also got into a 
deep discussion about life as a woman in 
America compared to China and education. 
The personal experience you can have with 
students opens up a whole new world to their 
individuality, which is great. 
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Faculty/Staff:  I will begin with saying that only 
a couple staff speaks English. Therefore, you 
will find yourself relying on only a few people to 
help you with your needs. However, they are 
more than eager to work with you. The Dean of 
the Department, the Assistant Dean, and the 
Director of International Affairs are amazing 
and very eager to support your work and 
brainstorm with you. Be prepared to have a lot 
of dinners and be treated as a special guest! I 
recently also got the chance to meet the Mayor 
of ZaoZhuang and the Director of Village 
Education as well as other Government 
officials and media personnel and was asked if 
I would be willing to provide suggestions on 
how to improve English education in the 
villages. Getting to know the faculty and staff 
not only on a professional level but also on a 
personal friendship level can give you many 
openings and opportunities for volunteering or 
networking. 
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